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Study 

I am now eight months into my Internship with the 
Presbyterian Church. That equates to seven  
assignments and three 10-day block courses. It also 
means there are only four block courses and 15  
assignments left to do. 

The last block course was held in Auckland. Part of its focus was on cross-
cultural worship – some churches within Auckland have up to 18 different 
nationalities taking part in their services. I would imagine that every Sunday 
service would be like Pentecost with the sound of many different tongues. 

 
At the end of the block course we spent two nights at the Ohope Marae. 
From there we visited some of the communities that Te Ako Puaho (the 
Presbyterian Maori Synod) 
are involved with. This Marae 
was home of the Maori 
Prophet, Rua Kenana. One 
of the interesting aspects of  
being welcomed onto the 
Marae was a 10-minute  
recital of some of the Psalms 
that made up part of the  
welcoming. 

Gary’s Report 

This is what a group of 

Presbyterian Interns 

look like. (a very  

scholarly lot!!) 
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Youth Group 

Youth Group continue to meet 
every Thursday night for Bible 
study, and every second Friday 
we have a social night. During the 
last holidays a small group 
tramped around the York Road 
track, looking at what's left of the 
old quarry. It was opened in 1901. 
One discovery was of an old cul-
vert still working but overgrown 
with bush. 

 

This last year has been quite busy. At the end of 2010 I finished my Theology 
Degree, which then enabled me to start the Internship with Knox. 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank all those who have supported me 
through prayer, friendship and encouragement during my study and also over 
the last 12 months when things have been a little hectic at church. Paul's 
words to the Philippians seem very appropriate; I have the strength to face all 
conditions by the power that Christ gives me. But it was very good of you to 
help me in my troubles. 

My thoughts and prayers are with those who have lost loved ones over the 
last 12 months, it seems we have lost some wonderful people that are sorely 
missed. 

Gary 
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St James’ APW Annual Report for YE 30.6.11 

Another year has passed with it’s highs and lows. A big thank you to all our 
members for their support. Once again, I also thank the sales tables ladies 
who, with their hard work, contribute so much to the APW with their sewing 
and knitting – do you ever sit down without your needles in your hands? 
Shirley recently showed me a small baby set she had done in an incredibly 
short time. Thankyou Shirley Fergus, Del Swindlehurst and Beryl Taylor. Also 
thank you to Muriel Henderson and Jean Watkins, our produce stall helpers, 
and to those who generously provide goods for sale. 

In the past year we have heard from several different areas of the world … 
Germany – Deirdre Brockhill (September) on her visit to the Passion Play at 
Oberammergau, an event which takes place every 10 years. The UK – 
Marilyn King (October) including the Orkney Islands and Plymouth. India – 
Geraldine Slyfield (March) visiting Leprosy Missions. Zimbabwe (June) – 
Amos Muzendiwa on his life before coming to New Zealand. 

We also heard of the work of the Prisoner’s Aid Rehabilitation Society 
(August), the Arthritis Foundation (February) and the help that is available to 
sufferers (and perhaps most of us are!) and gadgets (April) where members 
brought something that was indispensible to them. 

Our AGM in July 2010 was chaired by Gary Mattock who spoke on the Bible 
as we know it today and the rise of Christianity in China. In November we  
enjoyed lunch at Cobb & Co followed by tea and Christmas cake made by 
Shirley Fergus – thank you Shirley. 

In May this year we were all saddened by the sudden death of our member 
Morani Mali who was a much loved part of our group. It was the family’s wish 
to have the funeral service at St James Church followed by lunch in the hall. 
As most of us were involved in this, our May APW meeting was regretfully 
cancelled. 

The NZ APW Special Project for the 2010–2011 year was Habitat for  
Humanity and Haiti which was supported from our April sales tables. 

As I mentioned at our last AGM, Elizabeth Chapman took on the role of  
Secretary as well as continuing in the role of Treasurer. Elizabeth wants to 
step down next year after 10 years as Treasurer and we will need someone to 
fill this position from 2012. I have, several times this year, mentioned the need 
for a Secretary, now – please give this some thought. It has been great  
working with you Elizabeth, many, many thanks. 

Marilyn King 
Chairperson 
St James’ APW 
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Bible Study Group 

Our group of five women continue to study from C.W.C.I. (Christian 
Women Communicating Intl) Know Your Bible workbooks. The  
material is challenging and interesting and encourages great  
discussion on the practicalities of living a Christian life. 

We were sorry to lose Sylvia Rushton with her wisdom and sense of 
humour this year, but her increasing frailty no longer allows her to join 
us. 

We would warmly welcome new people into our group which is  
presently being held at Joyce Lees’ place at Jean Sandal on Tuesday 
afternoon. 

The best parts of our afternoons are the pooling of our ideas and  
experiences and the prayers for each other and families (as well as the 
afternoon tea) in answer to God’s call on our lives. 

Joan Sole 
Group Leader 

 

 

Dynamite Bay Annual Report 

Wow! What a year it’s been! From Scooby Doo and solving mysteries, 
to overcoming villains as super heroes and now discovering all things 
Kiwiana, we’re all go at St James Dynamite Bay. 

Jennie, Aidan, Sarah Hilton and I have been excited to be able to 
share all of this with a group of really awesome and enthusiastic kids. 
Isn’t it good to know that God is not only part of exciting things, but 
also interested in our sometimes boring, everyday things too. 

We think it’s a real privilege to be part of teaching this group of special 
kids and would really love to share some of the experiences with you, 
so please, come and talk to us. I’m sure the kids would love it if you 
talked to them too. It’s always good to be reminded how differently kids 
see things and they can usually teach us something too. 

Delwyn Bennett 
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Music Team 

This is the inaugural report about the music team and has only taken 9 
years in the making. We have a fantastic bunch of musicians who every 
Sunday brace themselves for the pressure of leading worship and do it  
willingly. It’s not always easy to get up in front of a group of people to play 
or speak and we’ve seen young people (and some not so young) grow in 
stature and confidence over the last few years as they serve the  
congregation from Sunday to Sunday. (Positive words of encouragement to 
these growing musicians would be welcome.) A huge thank you to Debbie 
who continues to develop musicians through the youth band, which she  
allows us to mine for talent. 

Other churches in the city are impressed at the musicianship of our team 
but more importantly, the sensitivity of our team when it comes to leading 
others in worship. We all work hard to consider what suits our congregation 
but also how we can corporately worship through music together. If you 
want be a part of the team or just suggest a song idea, then talk to me or if 
you have a comment about worship then please chat to me, or an elder at 
an appropriate time. 
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Session 

The last 15 months have been a very challenging time for the session. We 
have had to step up and take on extra roles during the vacancy, while at 
the same time the loss of Pat Palmer was a huge blow, which is still being 
felt. Tania has stepped into the role of administrator and is assisting well in 
meeting the church administrative needs. 

For the last 6 months we have as an eldership been meeting monthly to 
discuss our role in the church and this has resulted in looking at the current 
structure of the eldership and how we are serving the congregation. This 
may mean that elders take on different roles over the next few months, but 
the aim is to facilitate better communication as well as make sure our  
ministries are well resourced as we continue to serve the community. 

It’s been a difficult time with a large number of deaths in the congregation 
and the session has felt the losses keenly. Recent changes have also 
meant we are considering the shape within our community in the future. 

If you have questions about anything then please talk to your elder. If you 
do not have an elder, then please indicate on the signature of friendship 
that you would like to talk to one. 

Neil Penno 

 

Annual Bargain Basement Report 

Our used clothing continues to arrive constantly and sales are mainly keep-
ing up our ability to financially assist Dynamite Bay, Youth Group and Com-
munity Projects. As our workforce ages, it is great to see some younger 
members offering their services. We are reaching the 25 years of operating 
as a Bargain Basement which Jean Gordon set up in September 1986. 
What a shame that Jean couldn’t survive long enough to be present for this 
Silver Anniversary. However, it is still a wonderful achievement and one to 
be proud of. Folk who regularly visit our shop speak highly of it and some 
Moturoa shop owners donate all types of saleable items. 

To the ladies who continue to staff the Bargain Basement go a big THANK 
YOU and an extra big appreciation of the efforts of Gladys Thomson. May 
the Lord continue to BLESS you ALL. 

Mavis Lelievre 
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Property/Maintenance for Year 2010–2011 

The Church and Hall: The major project for this past year was to have the 
Church roof painted. TSB gave a generous sponsor so this was made pos-
sible without dipping into too much of our Church funds. This project was 
finally completed (with a few cracks of the whip) at the beginning of Decem-
ber 2010. The colour was changed from pumpkin yellow to a lovely grey 
and white and has really added great value to the appearance of the 
Church (no one has had any negative remarks .... in fact few have even 
noticed!!). 

In March this year, one of the front pillars of the Church was accidentally 
totally destroyed by a car backing into it. This has been more than a few 
cracks of the whip to get the pillar repaired. The same bricks could not be 
sourced and it was decided to replace the existing wooden pillars with more 
stable steel pillars. This however did cost the Church an extra amount as it 
was more than the quote to repair the one pillar. It is now almost completed 
and hopefully to a good standard that we wanted. 

 The small fridge in the lounge kitchen broke and it was decided to re-
place it with a new one. 

 The warm water systems in both kitchens have been regularly under 
repair and they seem to working well now. 

 The crockery in both kitchens have been sorted and new donations 
have added tremendously to the value. 

 There have been numerous other maintenance jobs but they have been 
taken care of without any hassle. 

 The gutters at the hall will also be replaced shortly. 

 The gutters of the Church have also been regularly cleaned. 

 Hopefully we can get another grant to repaint the inside walls of the 
Church as they urgently need it. 

 The Church Library is under construction/organisation at the moment 
and should be a true asset to our Church. 

 The hall and the Church have been regularly hired out and we are 
grateful for the extra revenue. 
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The manse is still been rented out to the same family and Quinovic  
manages the property for us. They collect the rent and do regular property 
inspections. We have had a few hiccups as the tenant does not pay  
regularly, but this has been taken care of. The old iron fence in the back 
garden was not safe and was removed and a more stable wooden fence 
was put up (the wood was donated). There have been a few plumbing  
repairs and some repairs to the locks and outside door. The gutters were 
also blocked and had to be cleaned. The Church pays to have the large 
lawns mowed, this ensures that the gardens look neat at all times. 
The Church is truly blessed with the ‘A’ team who endlessly work at  
keeping the property in good condition. Then there are all the ‘other’  
volunteers who do all the cleaning, gardening and more, and this is also 
much appreciated. 

My motto is: ‘If it's broken ... fix it 

 If it's on the floor … pick it up 

 If it's dirty ... clean it!!’ 

 

St James Church- Property and Maintenance Team 

Co-ordinator: 

 Joan Lamprecht (coordinator) .........................................................  

‘A’ team: 

 Mark van der Sar ............................................................................  

 Kerry Clark ......................................................................................  

 Harold Watson ................................................................................  

 Kevin Phillips ..................................................................................  

 Josh Adams ....................................................................................  

 Luke Mattock ..................................................................................  

Joan Lamprecht  
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Fundraising Committee Annual Report 

We have had a very successful year with our events. 

 The Spring Fun Fair in September 2010 at which we sold morning tea. It was a 
great success and something new. 

 A Market Day at Moturoa in November 2010. 

 In April this year we were asked to join Ballentynes for their fashion show. It 
was a great success as all we have to do is sell tickets, and supply nibbles and 
refreshments. 

 On 14 May we had a garage sale but these are not as popular as they used to 
be. 

 For the Memories High Tea in July we did things a bit different. We had it in the 
Church and supplied ‘High Tea’ instead of lunch. It was amazing what came 
out of the ‘woodwork’ with the old style dress. We are also grateful for Ron 
Mundell who showed a great variety of old films which everyone enjoyed. 

 We will also be having another Spring Fun Fair on Saturday10 September. 

Thank you to all my committee Joan Lamprecht, Joan Sole, Betty Murphy, Shirley 
Fergus and also Louise Kneepkins who resigned at the beginning of the year. 

Suzanne May-Gurnick 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 

 
 
Assistant Minister Gary Mattock 753 8902
 323 Tukapa Street 
 gary@stjames.org.nz 
 
Church Officeð PO Box 6040 
 Tuesday and Friday mornings 
Email/Phone/Fax office@stjames.org.nz 751 2644 
  

Te Oneone Pai Coordinator   

Session Clerk Drew Bennett  

Treasurer Lorraine Goodwin  

Envelope Secretary Peter Francis  

Newsletter Editor/Publication Christine Sanger  

Weekly Bulletin Geraldine Slyfield  

Hall Hire Church Office 751 2644 

Property/Maintenance  Joan Lamprecht   

Committee Convenor 

Fundraising Committee  Suzanne May-Gurnick  

Convenor 

Church website www.stjames.org.nz 


